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Canadian Urban Design
from Coast to Coast

Presentation at the World Urban Forum/World Town Planning Congress
Vancouver, July 2006
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“Urban Design from Coast to Coast” session at World Urban
Forum/World Planners Congress/RAIC/CIP/CSLA Conference

| Vancouver, July 2006

Presenters: Larry Beasley, Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Aurele Cardinal,
Andy Fillmore, Eric Turcotte, Dan Lemming, Rick Merrill, Alex Taranu, Yves
Gosselin

Participants: David Gordon, Lewis Villegas

Following a meeting at the 2005 Calgary CIP Conference (including Larry
Beasley, Brent Toderian, Alex Taranu et al) a group of enthusiastic urbanists
secured a spot for a “Canadian Urban Design from Coast to Coast” at the joint
RAIC/CSLA/CIP/World Planners Conference/World Urban Forum in
Vancouver. This and the subsequent meeting organized by Larry Beasley and
including the presenters as well as Joe Berridge, Nancy Shoiry, Nathalie
Prud’home, David Gordon became the initiation of the CanU as it is today and
the popular “Canadian Urbanism from Coast to Coast” presentations
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2007

Council for Canadian Urbanism
Conseill Canadien de I"Urbanisme

Canadian Urbanism group formed in Vancouver

Canll 15 & molu-disaphouny poop of paelesssaaly merested mpoeanotmg aod celebratioe the best ol
Cansdan Usbarnsn, The egganssation 5 a booad, natiemal bedy, with the mient oo cxpandhag the dualogos
to the other profersior] orpaoisatoas irralved o arboo desizn across the countey.

Ike ongmators of Caoll heve worked together mn vaoous capactes noce before 20, howsver; m June
ZUUG dunng the World Flanners Coopres: and the World Lrben Pooom e Vancowver, Canll presented an
orecriew of Conadasn Urbaniam and the Geoap mes foemelly baea. The Saper Satarder event wes 2ttendad
by members of the Ceradian Institute of Planners, Rovel Arechitectharol Institcte of Cerada and Cansdizn
Racety of Landseape Avchitsots

This event, nrpanized and chaired by Alex Tarenn wes cosnposed from s distiace pars:

“Canadian Urbanizm from Coast to Coast™ was o presentarion of cacneat achan design practice
illastrated with relevant sxamples sponnice our counter from 3c Joha's and [Halifax to Vasacovrer and
Wistona Prepared throsgh o eoncentoated effort from a namBes of contrbstors, thie presentaton was
realized theogh the penesons efforts of the Planeing Partnesship firm of Tesearn, conrdinsted by Tian
Leezmong, hosted by Fock Sleall and meloded.

= ady Fillmoas, Urhen Desipn Project Menager in Halifax pessented examples fnoon ell orer
Iy ﬂiﬂn: 5 iﬂid-:

* upele Cardical, acchitect oed vrbanist from Carding] Hardy of Blontreal presented exemples from
A oo Quebes Ciky:

¥ A proup from Uotane meluding Robert Freedmen, | oronto’s Lharector ot Uthan Denpn, Dan
Leezmop, pasioer watk the Planmny Partcersiup and Boc Turcotte, assocate sath Urban Statemes
of Toroots preseated exacnples fooom Toronto aod its sesion gs well a5 Otawa;

& Drent Tosberan, Maago, Centee City Planeng + Dhenge m Calgry prescotod wban desiem woik
frorn Calpary and the Prarnes;

= Tary Bealey, Direcror af Planming in Vanemzorer preaerted nshan desipn pracriee examples from

British Cohmmbis, selading Vareoarers and Victora

Thar presezatien tlustzated a wade vazsuly ol soes and challeyes bl alse 3 very comaslent mivcest i the
creaticn oo places of rw=zumng aed ks, of abes, neghbeocoots and pulbhe spaces that e and
suppoct the common poals acooss the nation of quelity of Lfe, sustiinable development vath 2 strony
character, based oo our own wdentty and tradinons.

Tha mrusantuslem rrested tha aksrlrer rrnel doe the saecesd mart sf b measeeur emelarlame ks e selans

Article about CanU in Ontario Planning Journal, CIP National Urban Design Interest Group page



November 2006

Inaugural Canadlan Urbanism (CanU) Working Sesslon
Meeting Report

Date: November 4, 2006
Locatlon:  Ottawa, Ontario, Courtyard Marriot Hotel

Founding Committee:

Alex Taranu Andy Fillmore
Aurele Cardinal Blake Hudema
Ben Lee Carl Johannsen
Brent Toderian Eric Turcotte
Colieen Mercer Clarke lan Wight

Dan Leeming Lance Berelowitz
David Down Larry Beasley
David Gordon Nancy Shoiry
Dave Witty Sonny Tomic
Lewis Villegas

Rick Merrill

Robert Freedman
Ryan Mounsey
Yves Gosselin

David Gordon
Dan Leeming

Acting Co-Chalrs:

Introduction:

Not In attendance:

Canl — Actlon Paper
Rough Draft— 1 Now 2005

Why CanU?
- Wa need Canl to help Canadian wobanists solve Canadian urban 1s-
5u2s5,

- Yhy @ coast o oosst organizeton? Outdated laws and policles and col-

lective wrizen emacsa make it comemely difficult or impessible to build

thes bypes af urhan places that we admire. Canll - a group of inerdsd-

plinary dedicated urbenists (desigers, plenners, builders, educatons, dvi
servants and financiers) resalve to collectively resclve these 1ssuas.

Purpo=se Statement

Our purpose — auUr regson foe coming together -- IS bo make our colec-

tvie wark [ e need fiv gafine — bot o5 someting e Mcreating,

susmining and nurturing Canadian urbanism'} caser and mare produc-

tivi by
= eliminating nhstades

s cregting stemderds

= gducating and acvecsting fior betser urbanism

What are the Urban Issuces and Obstacles?
1. SPRAWL — and 1= associated problems:
Envirenmental Degradatien
Climate Change

Water Quality
Alr Quality

Loss of Frime Fermiarsd
Loss of Habtat

Health Issues
Rising Rates of Ohesity and Heart Diseese
Astarna (and other smog-releses resgiretary problems)
Allergles

Placclessness| Loss of Commumity

- Homogenization of Plece — evary new development in Cenada
lzoks the sarme
Gutdings and communies net bailt with [ocal dimate in ming
Mega-Chain Archilssture
Suburban standards apelied everywhers
Salely [S&ies

Z, Transpertation Issues
Emphass on cars and roads and highesy infrastrictune
Paor Public Transpartation
Danstes too kew ko support transit
Disrmanrding of our milonds

3. Dutmoded Engineering Standards
- Staet widths
Turming Radi
Snowvi sarage
Fire Trucks
Lghtdng

As background, this group has come together from diverse professions and
areas of practice through a shared passion for urban design. This passion
transcends conventional roles as architects, planners, landscape architects,
engineers, etc. and embraces all aspects of quality urban design, both historic
and present. Through a shared vision, enthusiasm and commitment to
promoting, building and preserving great urban places, this group has found one
another. The intent of this mesting is to build upon the momentum of the Goast-
to-Coast Canadian Urban Design presentation to the CNU in Providence, Rl and
World Urban Forum in Vancouver, and formalize a national organization.

A Call to Action:

We stand for:
= Compact urban towns and cities as the centres of connected (holistic?)

regional areas

= rethinking suburban development = from placeless sprawl to walkable

communities

- conservation of the natural and agricultural environment

- heritage preservation

- sustainablility - i.e., lasting communities — {carbon neutral, low en-

ergy, 777}

Principles:

Visioning/Brainstorming session, Holiday Inn, By-Ward Market, Ottawa
Participants: Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Aurele Cardinal, Rick Merrill, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, Yves Gosselin
David Gordon (moderator), Lewis Villegas, David Down, Andy Fillmore?



1.4 Canadian Urbanism

The CIF Conference Urban Design “Celebrating Canadian Urbanism™
Stream - Presentalions organized by Canadian Urbanism:

Monday, June 4th

LDOS. Urban Design and Hentage: Preserving Character throwgh Urban
Design

UD11. Urbanizing 3vburbia: New Forms of Planning and Design in the
Regional Cily

UD18, Learning from the Fask Canadian Urbanism Tradifions
Tuesday, June Sth

UDOY. Urban Design from Coast o Coast

Wednesday, June bth

UDO17: Deslgning the Future: New DirecHons for Canade’s Blg 5 Clies
Other relaled presentalions:

EV0?. Sustainable Communilies
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COUNSIL

Forum? Mahwork

Canadian Urbanism: organization
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The Case for Urban Design

Urban Design and City
Building in t Century

Oct 2007
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U rRB ANISM

Canadian Urbanism: “Urban Design and City Building in the 215t Century” session at [IDEX/RAIC Conference, Toronto:
Presenters: Rick Merrill, Scott Hein for Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Aurele Cardinal, Andy Fillmore, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, Antonio Gomez-Palacio,
Yves Gosselin, organizer



Canadian Urbanism: Introduction

Brent Yoderian, MCIP, RPP Robert Freedman, AICE, MCIP, RPP Harry Finnigan, MCIP, RPP
Alexandru Taranu, MCIP, RPP Dan Leeming, MCIP, RPP David Witty, MCIP, RPP

CIP Conference Winnipeg, 16 July 2008

“Celebrating Canadian Urbanism” stream at the CIP Conference (including “Urban Design from Coast to Coast” session )
(Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, Rick Merrill, Andy Fillmore? David Witty, Mark Guslits, Sonny Tomich? Andy Fillmore? lan Wight —
organizer

Meeting of CanU sympathisers (including Jennifer Keesmat, Ronji Borroah, ?); incorporation work begins, initial loan from the “founders” (Dan'’s list)



O M Council for Canadian Urbanism / Conseil Canadien d'Urbanisme

OAA Conference? (including “Urban Design from Coast to Coast” session )
(Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, Rick Merrill, Andy Fillmore? Others?)




Incorporation, election of the 15t “founding” Board of Directors, officers, by-law

CanU Summit 2, Montreal, October, CIP Conference UD Charrette and presentations
(Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Nancy Shoiry, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, David Gordon, Andy Fillmore? Others?)




Today’s Builders

Larry Beasley
Nancy Shoiry

Rick Merrill
Brent Toderian




