
Getting off the Ground
CanU 2006 - 2010



“Urban Design from Coast to Coast” session at World Urban 

Forum/World Planners Congress/RAIC/CIP/CSLA Conference

Vancouver, July 2006 
Presenters: Larry Beasley, Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Aurele Cardinal, 

Andy Fillmore, Eric Turcotte, Dan Lemming, Rick Merrill, Alex Taranu, Yves 

Gosselin

Participants: David Gordon, Lewis Villegas

Following a meeting at the 2005 Calgary CIP Conference (including Larry 

Beasley, Brent Toderian, Alex Taranu et al) a group of enthusiastic urbanists 

secured a spot for a “Canadian Urban Design from Coast to Coast” at the joint 

RAIC/CSLA/CIP/World Planners Conference/World Urban Forum in 

Vancouver. This and the subsequent meeting organized by Larry Beasley and 

including the presenters as well as Joe Berridge, Nancy Shoiry, Nathalie 

Prud’home, David Gordon became the initiation of the CanU as it is today and 

the popular “Canadian Urbanism from Coast to Coast” presentations

2006
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Article about CanU in Ontario Planning Journal, CIP National Urban Design Interest Group page
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Visioning/Brainstorming session, Holiday Inn, By-Ward Market, Ottawa
Participants: Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Aurele Cardinal, Rick Merrill, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, Yves Gosselin

David Gordon (moderator), Lewis Villegas, David Down, Andy Fillmore? 
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Canadian Urbanism: “Urban Design and City Building in the 21st Century” session at IIDEX/RAIC Conference, Toronto:
Presenters: Rick Merrill, Scott Hein for Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Aurele Cardinal, Andy Fillmore, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, Antonio Gomez-Palacio, 

Yves Gosselin, organizer

Urban Design and City 
Building in the 21st Century

The Case for Urban Design



2008

“Celebrating Canadian Urbanism” stream at the CIP Conference (including “Urban Design from Coast to Coast” session )
(Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, Rick Merrill, Andy Fillmore? David Witty,  Mark Guslits, Sonny Tomich? Andy Fillmore? Ian Wight –

organizer

Meeting of CanU sympathisers (including Jennifer Keesmat, Ronji Borroah, ?); incorporation work begins, initial loan from the “founders” (Dan’s list)
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OAA Conference? (including “Urban Design from Coast to Coast” session )
(Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, Rick Merrill, Andy Fillmore? Others?)
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Incorporation, election of the 1st “founding” Board of Directors, officers, by-law

CanU Summit 2, Montreal, October, CIP Conference UD Charrette and presentations
(Brent Toderian, Robert Freedman, Nancy Shoiry, Dan Lemming, Alex Taranu, David Gordon, Andy Fillmore? Others?)



Today’s Builders

• Larry Beasley

• Nancy Shoiry

• Rick Merrill

• Brent Toderian


